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The Watchmaker 
By Denise Spurlock 
 

While a lad he first turned to carpentry as an outlet for his mechanical inclination. He was 
impressed by the itinerant clock-makers who would visit the vicinity periodically and one day 
after one of these repairers had failed to make a clock strike he took it apart and corrected the 
difficulty without any previous training. This was his introduction to practical horology and he 
thereupon applied his skill commercially by following an itinerant workman and repairing the 
clocks which he failed to make operate.1  

 
This is how my grandfather J. J. “Jack” Spurlock (1876-19402) learned the basics of the trade in which he 
would engage for the rest of his life.  
 
In the early years of his career, Jack made his own tools and studied books to learn the basic requirements 
of clock repair. But soon after being enumerated as a watchmaker in the 1900 census for Bienville Parish, 
Louisiana,3 Jack headed north to sharpen his skills through a training course at the Canadian Horological 
Institute in Toronto.4 Perhaps he felt that a practical training program was necessary to refine his skills and 
further his understanding of the field of horology.  
 
The Institute offered two programs of study: one lasting two years for those without experience and a 
shorter six-month program for those with some experience in the trade.5 Since he had already acquired the 
basic skills, he likely completed a six-month “improver’s” course. 
 
By 1905, he was a partner in the firm of Spurlock and McMillan in Nacogdoches County, Texas.6 After his 
marriage late that year, he entered into a partnership with his father-in-law A. B. Martindale. The 
partnership was dissolved a few years later and the assets became part of the Spurlock-Martindale Co., of 
Jacksonville, Cherokee County, Texas, chartered under the laws of incorporation in the State of Texas on 15 
March 1911.7 
 
After several years doing business in Jacksonville, Jack headed further west. In 1913, he worked as a 
watchmaker in Maricopa County, Arizona.8 By 1918, he had arrived in San Diego, California, and worked as 
a watchmaker for J. Jessop & Sons.9 
 
According to an announcement in the trade publication “The Jeweler’s Circular,” he opened a school in San 
Diego to train watchmakers in 1919.10 No records of the school have been found so its success, or lack 
thereof, is unknown. 
 
In 1920, Jack was still in San Diego enumerated as a watchmaker in the U.S. federal census.11 By the end of 
the decade, he had moved north to Los Angeles where he worked first for Brock & Co. and later operated a 
retail watch store and repair business under his own name.12,13 
 
One of his specialties was high-quality imported timepieces. On 8 April 1938 he applied for a trademark for 
the AEROTEL brand of watches and clocks, a name he had been using since 1 April 1987,14 likely for a line of 
imported Swiss chronographs. In 1939, he published a book (or perhaps a catalog) titled Split-Second 
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Chronographs and Timers.15 There is evidence that during the 1930s he collaborated with Daniel DeLong, 
one of the founders of the McIntyre Watch Company (later to become the Waltham Watch Company) and 
the inventor of the DeLong watch escapement.16 
 
He was an active member of the Horological Association of California, serving on its Technical Committee 
and as Vice President.17,18  Until his death in 1940, my grandfather continued to study horology, learning 
and growing in his skill as a watchmaker and his knowledge of the technical aspects of timekeeping.  
 
My grandfather died nearly fifteen years before I was born. My father was estranged from his father, and 
never spoke of him. However, my research into my grandfather’s life has given me some understanding of 
the man he was. I have uncovered his legacy to me: a mechanical inclination and a commendable example 
of lifelong learning. 
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